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Hi, my name is Tiny and I 

was born in the IES  

Alhendín comic contest. I´m 

going to be your guide in 

these activities. 

Each one of the stories has been created by 

students from   my secondary school. They are not 

artist, they only wanted to express their ideas about 

environmental issues. You are able to do it in the 

same way.  You can do it! 
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Part I: The narrative aspect: The story    

 

The adventure of Tiny 
WARM UP. Task 1.  Work in Pairs. Here you have some panels from a page 

of a comic. Put the story in the correct order. 

 

a)                                         b)   

                    

  c)                                           d) 

       

 

    1……. ___         2……. ___         3……. ___         4……. ___  

So, let’s go!  

You can read my story and learn about the 

written parts of a comic by using the story 

of a mushroom 
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Task 2. Look at the panels below. Student A: describe one of them to your 

partner. Student B: guess which of them your partner is describing. Then 

change the roles until the end of the panels. 

        

      

Task 3. Match each illustration to the sentences       

a)                                                                                    b) 

      

c)                                                                                    d)  
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 1. Everyone is happy -----------------------     __ 

 2. A master lesson ------------------------     __             

 3. The residence --------------------------    __                                                   

 4.   Saying goodbye--------------------------    __ 

 

Task 4.Discuss and write a short text with your partner about the adventure 

of Tiny. Write down the names of the character. 

 Summary: 

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

1st Character………………………………………….. 

2nd Character…………………………………………….. 

3rd Character…………………………………………….. 

4th Character…………………………………………….. 

 

       Gnomeing Among  mushroom 
Written parts of a comic 
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Task 5. Work in groups of four students. Discuss the following questions and 

complete the table. 

 

Who are the characters? (names)  

Is there a main character?  

Where is the story taking place?  

When these events occur?  

Which is the main idea of the story?   

(theme) 

 

Is the story told in first person?  

How do you feel after reading the 

story? (Tone)  sad/cheerful…  

 

 

http://www.homeofbob.com/literature/genre/fiction/ficElmnts.html 

Task 6. Student A describes the main character. Students B and C describe 

the secondary characters and student C takes notes about everything that is 

being said. (Try to focus on physical appearance and personality) 

                      Physical features                            Personality traits 

 

1st Character 

2nd Character 

3rd Character 

 

Task 7. Now, we are going to think in the plot of the story. Discuss the 

following parts of the sequence of the narration: 

The start: 

Development: 

     The problem: 

     The solution  

The end: 

 

Task 8.Match the words with the definition: 

    1. Plot      2.Setting    3.Point of View    4. The tone of the story  

http://www.homeofbob.com/literature/genre/fiction/ficElmnts.html


 
7 

  a) Tells from whose perspective the story is being told. Who is narrating 

the story (first person or third person) 

  b) The time and place in which the events of a story take place. 

  c) It is how the story makes the reader feel (sad, angry…)  

d) The sequence of events that take place in a story. 

 

Task 9. Dramatization. Read again the story and prepare the performance for 

the rest of the classmates. Distribute the roles among the four students (do 

not forget the narrator voice). Play the performance. 

 

Task 10: Writing. Write a mini saga (fifty-word story). First you should 

spend a few minutes thinking of what you are going to write about (plot, 

characters, setting, point of view, the tone of the story).The theme should 

be  ´environmental problems ´ 

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Part II:  Knowing the graphical aspect: 

sequence of images 

                             WILL YOU HELP US? 

 

 

        

Perfect! 

Now, we will learn about the drawings in a 

comic. The comic WILL YOU HELP US?  will 

help us to pay attention to interesting 

aspects of images. 
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Task 11. What is a comic for you? Work in pairs. Discuss and write a short   

definition of the word comic. Underline three key words from the definition. 

Then Click on the websites below looking up in the dictionary the word comic 

(comic strip and comic book) 

Definition______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 Key words        : __________   __________   ___________ 

 

(macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/comic_7 

http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/127589/comic-strip 

Task 12. Elements of a comic. Student A asks the first question to student B 

and student B gives an answer for this question. Then change the roles for 

the next question. Continue in the same way for the rest of questions. 

A) How many panels are there in the comic WILL YOU HELP US? 

B) Is there any Splash page? 

C) What is the difference between border and gutter? 

D) Read the text in the balloon in the first page. 

E) What is the function of the balloons pointer or tail?  

F) Is there any caption in the comic? If you can find it, reed it 

 

 

http://global.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/127589/comic-strip
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Task 13.Match the words with the definitions 

1-panel 2-Splash page 3-border 4-gutter 5-balloon 6-pointer or tail  

7-caption 

A) --- indicates which character is speaking the words in the balloon. 

B) --- is usually outside of the panel. It represents the voice of the 

narrator. 

C) --- show us what a character is saying or thinking. 

D) --- is a little piece of the story. 

E)  --- is the space between panels 

 F) --- usually consisting of a large or full-page illustration. 

G) --- lines used to separate the panels  

Task 14. Label   using the words given.  

Panel   Splash page border    gutter   balloon   pointer or tail     caption 

Literacy Today - Into the Classroom – learn the Language of Comics  
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Task 15. Read the information below and search for any onomatopoeia in the 

previous comics. Click on the website below and find out five examples of 

onomatopoeias. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/poetic-

devices/onomatopoeia-examples/ 

 

Task 16. If you see a light bulb over any character´ head in a comic panel, 

what do you think about the meaning of this symbol? 

 

 

 

 Task 17.Look at the symbols in the chart and try to guess the meaning of 

each one of them. 

 Visual metaphor 

 Symbols                Meaning 

   

 

 

 

 

Sound effects or onomatopoeia (crash, bang…) are words that 

imitate sounds. 

http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/poetic-devices/onomatopoeia-examples/
http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/poetic-devices/onomatopoeia-examples/
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You can find many symbols in this site: 

http://www.clker.com/search/symbol 

 

Task 18. Carry on playing riddles. What do you think about the   sign that the 

chef is doing? 

 

Task 19. Is the coffee cold? Why?                    

         

Task 20 .If you saw a  little devil like this near the head of a character, 

what would you think about the character thought?   

                                                

              

http://www.clker.com/search/symbol
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Task 21. What kind of person is he? (He is not the famous emperor of 

France)              intelligent       crazy   

 

 

Task 22.What would you use for represent  ….? 

-Movement  

-Emotion  

Click on these websites and you will find out the information you need.Define 

motion lines and give five examples of changes in the character´ face in order 

to create emotions. 

http://www.netplaces.com/cartooning/toon-shorthand/showing-action.htm 

http://design.tutsplus.com/articles/cartoon-fundamentals-create-emotions-

from-simple-changes-in-the-face--vector-16278 

Motion lines :----------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                                                          

 

Examples      Changes in the character´ face             Emotion 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

     

Task 23.Read the information below and discuss with your partner the correct 

choice of the pairs taken from each column. 

 

             Camera shots we can see… 

Long shot Whole body 

Mid/medium shot torso 

Close up shot detail  (face) 

Extreme close up shot extreme detail(eye) 

http://www.netplaces.com/cartooning/toon-shorthand/showing-action.htm
http://design.tutsplus.com/articles/cartoon-fundamentals-create-emotions-from-simple-changes-in-the-face--vector-16278
http://design.tutsplus.com/articles/cartoon-fundamentals-create-emotions-from-simple-changes-in-the-face--vector-16278
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Viewpoint (Angles) We see the character/ subject from.. 

Low viewpoint/ low angle From a lower place 

Eye level At the same level 

High camera angle/ 

Overhead 

From a higher place 

  

 COLUMN I                                               COLUMN II 

1. great detail                                             A. long shot 

2. showing character from the waist up                 B. low-angle shot 

3. shows the whole subject                               C.close-up              

4.the subject appears small or insignificant              D.high angle 

5.the subject appears important or powerful            E.medium shot 

I II 
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.  

 

Part III:  Creating a comic about 

environmental problems 

 

Task 24. Pair work.You should create a comic by using a programme. If you 

need any help  for the first one, you can click on the second website and 

wach the tutorial.Then  write a description of your work. 

http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWBFNhJ5AbE 

Using Make Beliefs Comix: Tutorial for English language learners 

https://bitstrips.com/create/character 

http://marvelkids.com/comics 

 

Description:-----------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

        Create a comics about environmental problems on your own 

 

Task 25. Choose the environmental problem: brainstorm.Work in groups of 

four.Write down a list about environmental problems their 

causes,consequences and  possible solutions. Then pooling  and sharing ideas in 

the whole-class. 

 So, it is about time we started creating our 

own comic 

http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWBFNhJ5AbE
https://bitstrips.com/create/character
http://marvelkids.com/comics
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Environmental problems    Causes        Consequences                Solutions   

 

 

 

 

 

Task 26. Group of four students:cooperative work. If you have your 

environmental problem, it is high time for our narrative work.Give ideas about 

the plot,character,…It is important that you think in a happy end, one 

solution for the problem. Write a script. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------. 

 

 Task 27.  And now put into practice your knowledge and draw your comic. 

visit the website below. 

 http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Comic 

 

 

http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Comic
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What about the result? 

I don´t know wy Tiny has 

doubts about the result. I am 

fairly sure that it is wonderful. 
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 THE END 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


